
VILLAGE OF BREWSTER 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
20 SEPTEMBER 2017 

7:30 P.M. 
PUBLIC HEARING & REGULAR MEETING  

MINUTES 

The Board of Trustees of the Village of Brewster continued a public hearing followed by a Regular Meeting on 
September 20, 2017 at 7:30 P.M. at Village Hall, 50 Main Street, Brewster, NY 10509.   

Attendees:  Absent: 
Mayor: James Schoenig 
Deputy Mayor and Trustee: Christine Piccini 
Trustees; Mary Bryde, Tom Boissonnault     Erin Meagher 
Village Engineer:  Todd Atkinson  
Village Counsel: Anthony Molé  
Clerk & Treasurer: Peter Hansen 
Police Chief: John Del Gardo 

Pledge to flag 

Notation of Exits 

Mayor Schoenig motions to continue the public hearing prohibiting roosters and restricting hens, Trustee Boissonnault 
2nd all in favor 4 to 0. 

Public Hearing – continued from 9/6/17 by order of the Board of Trustees 

In regard to amending Village Code Chapter 263-17: Prohibited uses (proposed local law 4 of 2017) …prohibiting 
Roosters, restricting the number of Hens 

Mayor Schoenig asks for public comment. 

No public comment. 

Mayor Schoenig motions to close the public hearing, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 4 to 0 

 

Mayor Schoenig motions to open the Regular Meeting, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 4 to 0. 

Regular Meeting 

1. Southeast Museum Caroling Parade permit application December 2, 2017 – Amy Campanaro 

 



Mayor Schoenig motions to grant the parade permit to Southeast Museum for December 2nd starting at 5 pm from the 
Southeast Museum to the tree for lighting by the Brewster Flower Garden and ending at 6:30 pm at 50 Main Street for 
refreshments waiving all fees, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 4 to 0.  
 

 
 
2. Ragamuffin Parade permit application – Pam Hansen represents First Baptist Church of Brewster.  The Ragamuffin 

Parade is planned to start at Markel Park to Bob’s Diner and circle back up to the Baptist Church parking lot for the 
trunk or treat.  

Mayor Schoenig motions to grant the parade permit to First Baptist Church for the Ragamuffin Parade on October 28, 
2017 starting at 10 AM and ending at 10:45 AM with a rain date of November 4, 2017, waiving all fees, Trustee Bryde 2nd 
all in favor 4 to 0. 
3. Trustee Erin Meagher, Request for Immediate Resignation – Mayor Schoenig says this is her ninth meeting of no 

show, no call, and motions to ask for her immediate resignation, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd, discussion; Trustee Bryde 
reads the following into the record:  

“Because of Erin’s irresponsibility in not attending meetings, we have to double up on the monthly reports tonight 
since last month due to particular circumstances we did not have a quorum to have a meeting.  I think it is so sad 
that again Erin obviously enjoyed having the title of trustee but neglected to realize the full extent of responsibility 
towards the position.  Once again I support the need for her resignation.”   

all in favor 4 to 0. 

4. Monthly Reports 
4.1. Code Enforcement Report – Bill Scorca delivers the July and August, 2017 Code Enforcement reports.  Mayor 

Schoenig motions to accept the July, 2017 Code Enforcement report, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 4 to 0.  
Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the August, 2017 Code Enforcement report, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 4 
to 0.  Copies are attached to this report.  Mayor Schoenig motions to conditionally accept the wastewater flow 
of 2,975 gallons per day estimate for Moonlight Café subject to Engineer’s review and refer back to the 
Planning Board for Site Plan review as required, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd all in favor 4 to 0. 

4.2. Planning Board Report - George Gaspar delivers the August and September, 2017 Planning Board reports.  
Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the August, 2017 Planning Board report, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 



4 to 0.  Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the September, 2017 Planning Board report, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in 
favor 4 to 0.  Copies are attached to this report. 

4.3. Engineer’s Report Todd Atkinson delivers the July and August, 2017 Engineer’s reports.  Deputy Mayor Piccini 
motions to accept the July, 2017 Engineer’s report, Mayor Schoenig 2nd all in favor 4 to 0.  Deputy Mayor Piccini 
motions to accept the August, 2017 Engineer’s report, Mayor Schoenig 2nd all in favor 4 to 0.  Copies are 
attached to this report. 

Mayor Schoenig moves to alter the agenda and move the El Dorado Special Exception Use Permit up from number 6 on 
the agenda to number 5 and make the Police Report number 6 on the agenda.  Village Board unanimously consents.   

5. El Dorado Special Exception Use Permit – Mr. John Lentini, Architect addresses the Board of Trustees regarding 
concerns about excessive sound at 542 N. Main Street.  Mr. Lentini visited Casino Street and did not hear or measure 
any excessive noise from North Main Street.  He did hear noise when in front of the restaurant itself on North Main 
Street.  Mr. Lentini did not find any extraordinary sounds during his survey.  Regardless, he has prepared some plans 
to mitigate noise with some interior modifications that may be made in the future.  Deputy Mayor Piccini says 
Cabarets may operate live music until 2am and then the live music must end per the cabaret special exception use 
permit.  Claudia Villeda understands the time constraints for noise and will comply with all conditions of the cabaret 
permit and comply with the NYS and Village Code including building codes as required by Code Enforcement if the 
Permit is granted.  Deputy Mayor Piccini says this does not go into effect immediately until all the conditions are met 
with the next step being to meet with Village Code Enforcement.  Mayor Schoenig motions to adopt Resolution No. 
092017-1 granting the El Dorado Special Exceptions Use Permit for a Cabaret with conditions as written, Trustee 
Boissonnault 2nd, Mayor Schoenig calls for a roll call vote: 

Deputy Mayor Piccini – Aye Mayor Schoenig – Aye  Trustee Bryde – Aye  Trustee Boissonnault – Aye  

Resolution adopted by a vote of 4 to 0.  

6. Police Report Chief Del Gardo delivers the July and August, 2017 Police reports.   

Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to accept the July, 2017 Police report, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd; discussion; Trustee 
Bryde says the 66 speeding tickets are worrisome.  Chief Del Gardo says that the officers are patrolling all the streets 
in the Village to ensure compliance and it is a continuous problem because so many vehicles pass through the 
Village.  Trustee Bryde asks about the four vehicle accidents. Chief Del Gardo says they were in four different 
locations.  Trustee Bryde asks about the Larcenies.  Chief Del Gardo says that the four larcenies were in different 
locations and included packages being taken that were left at front doors.  Trustee Bryde asks about the male 
stabbing.  Chief Del Gardo says there was a robbery where a man was stabbed.  Trustee Bryde asks about the 
clothes job.  Chief Del Gardo says a Police escort was required to obtain clothes during an order of protection.  
Trustee Bryde asks about the possible drug activity.  Chief Del Gardo says it was negative upon arrival; all in favor 4 
to 0.   

Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to accept the August, 2017 Police report, Trustee Bryde 2nd discussion; Trustee Bryde 
says that fifty-six Stop sign violations are a lot.  Chief Del Gardo agrees.  Deputy Mayor Piccini asks about the EDP 
calls in August and July, and asks if it was the same person, Chief Del Gardo says it was not the same person.  Trustee 
Bryde asks about the disorderly persons, Chief Del Gardo says they were involved in bar fights.  Trustee Bryde asks 
about the erratic driver.  Chief Del Gardo says no erratic driver found upon arrival. Trustee Bryde asks why we back 
up the NYS Police.  Chief Del Gardo says we always back up other agencies and they back us up.  Chief Del Gardo 
says the female with a gun was not a gun, it was a stick.  Trustee Bryde asks about the homeless person.  Chief Del 
Gardo says we did have a homeless person.  Trustee Bryde asks about the phone scam.  Chief Del Gardo says he 
advises everyone to just hang up as we typically can’t track down the source.  Trustee Bryde asks about found 
property.  Chief Del Gardo says it was a wallet; all in favor 4 to 0.  Copies of July and August reports are attached to 
these minutes. 

6.1. Zoning Board of Appeals Report – Todd Gianguzzi provided July and August 2017 reports of no activity.  Mayor 
Schoenig motions to accept the July and August, 2017 ZBA reports, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd all in favor 4 to 0.  
Copies attached to these minutes. 

7. Local Law #4 prohibiting roosters and restricting hens.  Tabled until October 4, 2017 

8. DASNY $100,000 Grant contract authorization – Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to authorize Mayor Schoenig to sign 
the DASNY grant agreement, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 4 to 0. 



9. Budget Amendment & Transfers – Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to adopt the budget amendment & adjustments as 
presented, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd all in favor 4 to 0. 

FY 2018 Budget Amendments & Adjustments Original Budget Adjusted/Amended 
Budget 

Change 

 A.3620.410 Code Enforcement Contractual 
Expenses 

 $ 2,000.00   $ 2,900.00   $ 900.00  

 A.8010.440 Legal Contract Expense Plan-Zoning  $ 5,000.00   $ 4,100.00   $ (900.00) 

 G.5031 Interfund Transfer  $ -     $ 45,000.00   $ 45,000.00  

 A.9901.900 Transfers to other funds  $ -     $ 45,000.00   $ 45,000.00  

 A.5999 Appropriated Fund Balance  $ -     $ 45,000.00   $ 45,000.00  

 G.5999 Appropriated Fund Balance  $ 95,480.00   $ 50,480.00   $ (45,000.00) 

10. Correspondence Sent/Received July, 2017 & August, 2017 

10.1. Trustee Bryde asked about Garden Club letter regarding cigarette butts and trampling in the clock 
triangle.  Mayor Schoenig motions to accept correspondence sent and received for July and August, Trustee 
Bryde 2nd all in favor 4 to 0. 

11. Minutes for approval; 

11.1. September 6, 2017 Approval of Minutes for Regular Meeting – Trustee Bryde motions to approve the 
September 6, 2017 Minutes, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 4 to 0. 

12. Vouchers Payable – Deputy Mayor Piccini reviewed the vouchers and found everything in order. 

12.1. A - GENERAL FUND $36,073.58 

12.2. C - REFUSE & GARBAGE 19,113.62 

12.3. EN - ENGINEERING FEES ESCROW 3,912.14 

12.4. F - WATER FUND 18,463.03 

12.5. G - SEWER FUND 10,974.99 

12.6. T - TRUST & AGENCY 4,436.96 

Total Vouchers Payable $92,974.32  

Mayor Schoenig motions to approve vouchers payable as written, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 4 to 0. 

13. Other Business 

13.1. Deputy Mayor Piccini notes the bulk pick up and the mattresses left on the streets were addressed 
promptly by the office staff and code enforcement and wants to make a verbal commendation to the staff.  
Deputy Mayor Piccini says the Village will remediate the rest of the mattresses and charge the property owners 
back for the expense. 

13.2. Deputy Mayor Piccini mentions Founders Day on Sunday and asks if Mayor Schoenig will bring his tent.  
Mayor Schoenig says he will.  Deputy Mayor Piccini will have all six Village Matters on display along with copies 
of the most recent edition and asks if we should put the concept drawing out as well.  Consensus is to put it out 
on display.  

13.3. Trustee Bryde asks about the Economic Development Conference Clerk Hansen attended at Tilly Foster.  
Clerk Hansen says it was difficult to make your way around and mingle and the capital projects they voted on 
were outside Putnam County.  Trustee Bryde asks about the revisions from Counsel Molé and the next step to 
update the Employee Handbook.  Clerk Hansen says he will send to Paychex and obtain a price for the changes.  
Trustee Bryde asks if George Gaspar will be able to attend Land Use Leadership Alliance training being put on by 
PACE.  Mr. Gaspar says he will.  Trustee Bryde asks about the off-color water complaints.  Mayor Schoenig 
expects we will flush the hydrants two weeks in a row.  

13.4. Trustee Boissonnault says the new batch of magnets is in.  – Trustee Boissonnault departs the meeting. 

13.5. Mayor Schoenig asks Counsel Molé about the lab building – Putnam County wants to use the building 
for civil service exams and perhaps other things.  Counsel says an IMA with the County is fine for that use but 
for a private entity we must have fair market value for the space.  Counsel Molé says we might be able to 
equate the entirety of the paid utilities for unoccupied time as rent and will look into the feasibility of that. 

14. New Business  



14.1. Deputy Mayor Piccini asks Village Counsel Molé what we can legally do in support of the library 
expansion.  Counsel Molé says that nothing can be done on behalf of the Village but everyone can act in their 
individual capacities, just not as a Village official. 

14.2. Trustee Bryde asks about the NYSEG helicopter.  Clerk Hansen says it was an informational email 
because we often get inquiries from residents when helicopters fly low.   

14.3. Mayor Schoenig motions to cover the parking meters on Saturday from 12 O’clock forward through 
Founders Day on Sunday and authorize the Police Department to tow any vehicle left on Main Street, Deputy 
Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 3 to 0.   

15. Public Comment – No public comment. 

16. Mayor Schoenig motions to adjourn, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 3 to 0. 



17.  







 



18. 





























 


